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Levity the national Charatteriftic of the French. 


To thee PRINTER, 
SiR, 


HAT levity and volatile chara&ter, with which the French 

nation has been fo often reproached, has tended inthe pre- 
fent day to render life fupportable to the thoufands of that na- 
tion, who have been fcattered over the kingdoms of Europe. 
Stripped of their paternal eftates; driven for refuge to a fo- 
reign Jand, and often reduced to the laft ftage of poverty, many 
of the French nobility have applied themfelves to earn a Iiveli- 
hood by means honeft and commendable, but which would have 
appeared more terrible than the lofs of exiftence to the haughty 
fpirit of an Englifh peer. To be able to conform the mind to 
the viciffitudes of fortune, and yet ftill retain chearfulnefs of 
temper, is furely the greateft happinefs of man, whether derived 
from conftitution or philofophy. 

But the chearfulnefs of a Frenchman is by no means of that 
ferene and philofopbic kind, which receives the good and bad 
things of fortune wiih an uninterrupted {mile. Trifles reduce 
him to defpondency ; but this gloomy moment is fhort, for tri- 
fles have an equal power of again elevating him to tranfport. 
He is almoft always chearful, becaufe the gay nothings that con- 
tinually dance around him can raife his fpirits, as well as the 
folid materials of happinefs. 

An anecdote very charaéteriftic of this difpofition, occurreda 
few years ago at the houfe of a gentleman in the northern parts 
of this kingdom, Monfieur de la T. the reprefentative of 
an ancient family in Brittany, had attended the French princes 
on their emigration from France, at the commencement of the 
revolution. His eftates were in confequence early confifcated ; 
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and his exile was imbittered by hearing of the calamities of his 
family, feveral of whom fell viétims to the guillotine. Mon. 
.fieur de la T. attached himfelf to the Prince of Condé’s army, 
“and was engaged in feveral warm but undecifive actions on the 
French frontier. Chagrined at laft with the hardfhips and fa- 
tigues of a fruitlefs conteft, where valour had no proipeét of 
{eeing its efforts crowned with fuccefs, and where a precarious 
pay fcarcely afforded him the means of fubfiftence, the Comte 
de la T. at length left the army, and fought an afylum in Eng. 
land, which had already afforded liberal protection to fo many 
of his countrymen. 

Finding London already overftocked .with his deflitute coun. 
trymen, he refolved to make a tour of the ifland: and for that 
purpofe, procured letters of introduction to feveral gentlemen 
in various parts of the country. After having made a long 
journey one day on foot, in very deep roads, and during an in. 
clement feafon, he arrived in the evening at the houfe of a gen. 
tleman, to whom he carried a letter of introdu€tion. The gen- 
tleman received him with that cordial hofpitality, which is the 
diftinguifhing charatteriftic of a Britifh country gentleman. 
M. de Ja T’s hoft happened that evening to have a party at his 


houfe ; and finding his new gueft in defhabille, he carried him to 
his wardrobe, and provided him with “y clothes and fhoes. The 
kind reception he met with from thie gentleman and his friends, 


foon made the Frenchman forget the { fatigues and hardfhips of 
the day, and break forth into his natural vivacity and good-hu- 
mour. After dinner, when the company were all colleéted in 
the drawing-room, the comte began to gratify their curiolity by 
a recital of his adventures. He dwelt on his former affluence, 
his loyalty to his king, the miferies he had undergone during 
exile, and the many dangers he had efcaped. 

His narration was interfperfed with feveral interefling anec- 
dotes of the unfortunate Louis during his confinement, and con- 
cluded with a pathetic defcription of the ruin of his own ta- 
mily. Tears prevented him from proceeding : the whole com- 
pany fympathifed with him. There was not a dry eye among 
his audience. One young lady quite overpowered by her emo- 
ions, retired to the further end of the room, and threw herfelt 
down on achair by a nerpBehord. Hex fingers sabaabtioeh 


flid to the kevs, and fhe touched one of them flight!y, as rf to 
divert her agitation. I was the mere undefigned impulle ol 
fecling. But no fooner did the vibration reach the French- 
man’s cars, than he Ricted up, exclaiming—" Ab, Madame! 


meentreat you favour me wid de Scetch reel, me love de Scotca 
reel above ail tings.”” The aftonifhed company were at a lols 
whether to cry or laugh, when they faw their traveller, whole 


fill wet their eyes, preparing in earneft for the 
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dance, by throwing off the fhoes which his hoft had given him, 


and which were too large to admit of proper agility ina caper! 
M. 





ANECDOTES ef BONAPARTE. 


HE unbounded afcendency of this wonderful man over 

the minds of the French foldiers, was not fo much owing 
to the fplendour of his fucceffes, as his fucceffes were owing to 
that afcendency. It was by a number of minute, yet powerful 
circumftances, that he infpired fuch enthufiaftic confidence into 
his foldiers, that with him at their head they marched as it were 
to certain vidlory. Nothing could be betier calculated than the 
following anecdote, to perfuade his army how high they ftood 
in his eftimation, and confequently to increafe their eflcem for 
him :— 

A chaffeur on horfeback had been fent from Milan, with very 
urgent difpatches for Bonaparte, who was then at Montebello. 
On his arrival, he found the general juft mounting his horfe to 
go a hunting, and having prefented the difpatches, waited an 
anfwer. This Bonaparte prefently gave him, at the fame time 
adding, Go, and, above all things, go with expedition.” 

General, (replied the chaffeur,) I will make all the hafte in 
my power; but I have no longer a horfe to avail myfelf of his 
fwiftnefs ; my own horfe has fallen a facrifice to the hafte I made 
incoming with thefe difpatches; he 1s at this moment ftretched 
dead before your gate.”-—** Then (replicd Bonaparte) ’tis only 
a horfe that you.want; here, take mine.” ‘The aftonifhed chaf- 
feur made fome difficulty of accepting this offer, till Bonaparte 
added, “* You think this horfe too fine, too richly harneffed ; 
but take him, my comrade, nothing can be too magnificent for 
a French foldier.””. The chaffeur then mounted the horfe, and 
tode back to Milan, founding forth the praifes of his General, 
who thought nothing of too high a value to beflow on the de- 
fenders of their country. 

The following anecdote was hardly lefs calculated to attach 
the hearts of liis foldiers to him :—During the night which pre- 
ceded the long and bloody battle of Arcola, Bonaparte, fearing 
left the foldiers, overcome with fatigue, might negleét the fecu- 
rity of the camp, difguiled himfelf in the uniform oi a fubal- 
tern, and went to make a round of the watches. At one ftation 
he found a fentinel profoundly afleep, with his head refting on 
the but-end of his mufket. Bonaparte placed the fentinel’s 
head gently on the ground, and then taking up the mufket, kept 
watch on the poit for two hours, till the guard approached to 
relieve the watch. The noife of their approach awaked the 
itarted up, and to his amazement found a young 
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officer doing duty in his place: But how were his terrors and 
confufion increafed, when upon looking attentively at the offi. 
cer, he recognifed the features of the general in chief. ‘“‘ Bo. 
naparte! (cried he wildly,) then I am undone!” “ No, (re. 
plied Bonaparte, in a kindly accent,) take heart, my good fel. 
Jow ; after fo much fatigue, a brave man may well be allowedto 
fleep; but upon any other occafion, chufe your time with more 
difcretion.” 





A TALE of WAR. 
(Continued from Page 46.) 


 T Had arrived in good health at Jamaica, and was in hopes to 

have efcaped the diftempers to which Europeans are com. 
monly fubje& in their firft refidence in any of the Weft India 
ifles. But the vexation I fuffered by the two incidents, which 
Il have mentioned to you, and perhaps an intemperate ufe of 
fome of thofe refrefhments, which we found in the greateft 
abundance on fhore, fo affeéted both my mind and body, that I 
was foon feized with a fever, The firft fymptoms were ex- 
tremely alarming, and I fhould probably have funk under it, had 
it not been for the {kill and humanity of the furgeon, and for 
the care of tne ferjeant, on whofe account I had_ been before 
the court-martial, but to whofe feclings I had fince made fuch 
atonement, that the worthy man feemed to have conceived a 
warm affection for me. Befides, he thought that 1 had fallen 
into the fever, in confequence of the anxiety and difgrace of 
my trial; and faid, that if I fhould die in this illnefs, he would 
never be able to forgive himfelf. At length, the crifis of my 
fever paffed favourably ; but I was for many weeks ina weak 
ftate of convalefeence. During my confinement from duty, 
after the fever had left me, I often reflected deeply on my fitua- 
tion, and on the means to make the beft of it. I was deeply 
affeéted with the different kindnefles lL had experienced, and with 
the feverities and dangers to which 1 had imprudently expofed 
inyfclf. [began to thirtk fill more and more, how poffibie it 
might be to make my{elf refpeied and beloved by careful pro- 
riety of manners and conduét, and by endeavours to diftinguith 
ayfeif in the difcharge of my military duties. I cannot now 
exprefs how much my whole fentiments and chara&ter were 
altered for the better, by what I had already obferved and under- 
gone fince I failed trom England. 

“1 was, foon after, of the number of fome troops, which 
were fent againit a body of runaway-negroes, who occupied 
certain faftneffes in the interior parts of the ifland, from which 
they made frequent excurfions to plunder the plantations; de- 
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ftroying all the white people who fell in their way, and maffa- 
creing, with the moft favage and ingenious cruelty, thofe faith. 
ful negro flaves whom they cculd not feduce, either to run away 
with them to the woods, or, with the treachery of fpies, to be. 
tray their mafters. 

“ This expedition was a perilous one. We had to make our 
way through forefls impenetrable but by fecret paths, which 
were known only to the runaways, and to one or two guides, 
on whofe fidelity, though they undertook to condu@ us, we 
might not confidently depend. The defperadoes whom we 
went to attack, knew well by what ways we muft approach. 
They lay in ambuthin the fituations the moft favourable to their 
purpofe; and from the midft of thickets, and from behind trees, 
they difcharged their fhots upon us fo fkilfully, and fo thick, 
that many had fallen before we could come near to the receffes 
where we expecied to find them in ftrength. The ftoutef 
hearts among us were terrified; and had it not been, that the 
danger feemed even as great behind, as it was before us, we 
fhould all, probably, have turned, and taken to flight. Still we 
went on, encouraged by our guides, whom we confined each 
between two of the foldiers, and threatened with death, at every 
new difcharge which burit from among the thickets. 

““ Thad come out with a fecret refolution to brave every dan- 
ger, and not to return without atchieving fomething, which 
might give me diftinétion in the regiment. But amid the dan- 
gers which now environed us I muft own that the refolution 
was forgotten. I went on, becaufe the reft continued to ad- 
vance, but I felt myfelf, every moment, on the point of 
turning back. While I was inthis mind, we had come, as our 
guides told us, within lefs than fifty yards of the principal re- 
treat of the runaways. Turning my _ head at a fudden ruftling 
among the buthes, I faw a mufket levelled direétly againft me, 
and aman inthe aét of difcharging it. Witha piftol which hung 
from my girdle, I haflened to fire. His fhot anticipated mine. 
It cut away a part of my neckcloth,and even grazed on the {kir. 
But, ere he could recover his piece after delivering his own fire, 
the perfon in ambufh was more ferroully wounded by mine, and 
we partly heard, and partly faw him fall. The guides had feen 
him as he fell. “* It is the chief!’’ cried they. A volley of 
fhots were, the fame moment, difcharged upon us from behind 
the furrounding trees. Our foldiers fired in return, and rufhed 
forward. Within afew moments, we found ourfelves in pof- 
feffion of the flrength againft which our march was direéted. 
The dying chief was, in the mean time, feized by our foldiers, 
and carried thither. He was in his laft agonies, and too haugh- 
tily fullen to make any anfwer to our enquiries. ‘Their ftores 
of provifions and ammunition were now our’s; and we found 

aifo their women and children, who gave us information, by 
which 
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which we were enabled in the courfe of that, and the following 
day, almoft to exterminate the whole party of runaways, with. 
out lofing above two or three more out of our own number. 
On the third di ay, we returr icd in triumph; and as the fuccefs 
was ju nee to have been, 1 in a great me afure, owing to the fall 
of the chief by my hand, 1 was honoured, as if that which was 
to me = ‘cffeat of accident, had been atchieved by my extraor- 
dinary courage and prefence of mind. My colonel{next day) 
prefented me witha lieutenancy, and gave me the ftrongeft aflu- 
rances of his future friendfhip, y 1 fhould continue to deferve 
it. What was more, I had from that time the efteem of all my 
brother officers, and the refpeét and good-will of the foldiers. 
By this good fortune, I was exceedingly confirmed in every 
good refolution, and animated in every generous hope which I 
had betore conceived. I flattered myfelf, that full fuccefs was 
now within my power; and looked on my felf as one that had 
honour and charaéter to prize and preferve. My whole condué 
took a new turn ; I became inceffantly bent on improvement. 
I may, in truth, affirm, that 1 was foon far from being unworthy 
of the promotion I had gained. There is fomething in an ofh- 
cer’s authority on the one hand, and in his fubje&tion to implicit 
obedience on the other, which tends admirably to form him to 

a dignified propricty of conduét, without fuffering him to be- 
come overbearing ; and of this, I now beganto have, for the ree 
gulation of my behaviour, the greateft advantage. 

“We were, foon afterward, ordered to North America. 
During the war which ended in the peace of 1747, I was con- 
flantly on fervice in that country, and often in enterprizes 
againft the Indians. Our fuccefs was various. Our numbers 
were thinned, and again recruited. I continued in high favour 
with my colonel ; and was advanced, in reward for fome {mall 
fervices, which it was again my fortune to perform, to the rank 
of captain. 

“In the year 1749, I returned to England with my colonel, 
and a part of the regiment. My worthy patron was, foon after, 
promoted to the rank of major-general. But he found a dearer 
gratification, in again embracing a wife whom he loved, and the 
youneelt of two daughters, whom, when he went abroad, he had 
left under her care. The eldeft of his children had in his ab- 
fence died of a fever. His only brother was alfo dead; and 
dying unmarricd, had left the colonel heir to his eftates, of which 
the rental was very confiderable. 

** The colonel was not only a good man, a gallant and fkilful 
officer, but he had an enthufiafm for his profeffion, which taught 
beft for forming good and 
great meu, and made him ft | cherith in his own breaft the mol 
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and habits. He loved me, becaufe he did me the honour of 
believing, that I had caught a portion of the fame fpirit. After 
our return to England, he did not coldly flight my further intt- 
mate acquaintance, but delighted to make me his frequent com- 
panion, and introduced me to his family as a young officer, 
whofe me srit had engaged his warmeit efteem. 

His only child was then in the feventeenth year of her age; 
and feemed the lovelieft female form I had ever beheld. With 
my gratitude and refpett for the father, it was impoffible not to 
admire fuch a daughter with an enthufiafm fomewhat between 
adoration and love. He eafily readin my cyes the fentiments 
of my heart; but wifhing to try my honour, took for fome time 
no notice of what he thus obferved. I did not fail in the trial. 
I would have died fooner than attempt, in fuch an inequality of 
fortunes, to win the affections of her who was the only pride and 
hope of his family. His daughter would fometimes, however, 
fleal upon me looks of tendernefs, from which a more prefump- 
tuous admirer would not have been flow to infer that his love 
was already returned. I perfifted, however, in that ftruggle 
againft paffion, which honour, truth, and gratitude appeared to 
demand; and, miltruftful of my own fortitude, had refolved to 
difcontinue my vifits tothe family. At length, that excellent 
man privately opened, his heart to me. He had obferved, he 
faid, my growing affection for his daughter : it was what he from 
the firft defired ; but he had wifhed to make trial of my honour, 
in an inflance, above al! others, the moft difficult; I had not dif- 
appointed his wifhes: no reward fhould be wanting to me, which 
it was in his powerto bellow. “* Yet,’’ added he, “* I will never 
be fo much your enemy, as to with you to defert your military 
career for the fake of your love. My daughter is very young ; 
youare not old. Purfue your fortune in the army, till you fhall 
attain the rank of lieutenant-cclonel, and then fhe fhall be 
your’s.”” My heart was full; I could make noreply. But I 
was from that day permitted to addrefs my felf to the young lady 
as her lover, and all was fettled as her father had prefcribed. 

War was not imm 1ediately renewed; but the peace was 
uncertain, and faleitinien, The regiment to which I belonged 
was not ordered abroad; but as it was not by lingering at home 
that I could hope to advance the interefls either of my love or 
of my military ambition, I quickly obtained an exchange with- 
out lofs of rank, into a regiment that was going out among others 
to replace thofe which had lately returned from North America. 
My parting with thofe who were now the deareft abje&s of my 
friend{hip and my love, was, on all fides, tender; but fhowed 
hikewife, or ail fides, a tendernefs duly futlained by fortitude. 

My narrative lengthens in the telling beyond what I had 
imagined of it. That I may not, therefore, by wearying out 
your attention, lofe the objeti which I have in view, I will no 
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longer dilate into fo minute a detail of particulars. We arrived 
in North America. For feveral years | was engaged chiefly 
in garrifon-duty. The war of 1756 broke out; and I was pre- 
fent in feveral of thofe aétions, by the final effeét of which the 
Britith expelled the French from the American continent. One 
{ma!] enterprize was fuccefsfully conduéied by me, as the prin. 
cipal commanding officer in it ; and I was rewarded with pro. 
motion tothe rank of major. I was,on a fubfequent occafion, 
made a lieutenant-colonel: and a very fliort time before the end 
of the war I obtained a regiment. I have already mentioned 
how many reafons J had to conduét myfelf {till better, during 
this period of ative fervice, than I had done at firft. You will, 
1 hope, excufe the vanity of the obfervation, when I add, that, 
how ever my former promotions might be owing rather to chance 
than defert, thofe with which I was honoured in the courfe of 
this latter war were not acquired without the moft earneft endea- 
vours on my part to deferve them. 

** About the end of the war, I returned to England. My old 
friend and patron had ferved with great reputation, during the 
war, in feveral expeditions ; but was now in a very declining 
ftate of health, My miftrefs had with unfhaken conftancy 
awaited my return; and though far advanced in her twenty-ninth 
year, was ftill in the frefh bloom of virgin beauty. Her father 
joyfully gave her to my wifhes. The day of our marriage feemed 
to crown the good fortune of my military life. 

** Still, however, my beft friend could not endure the idea of 
my relinquifhing, even for a time, the aétive purfuit of the 
proper objeéts of my profeffien as a foldier. My own habits 
and defires concurred with his. Nor was it his daughter’s with 
to withdraw her huiband toa life of pitiful idlenefs. My defire 
to remain in aétive employment was fignified to the minifter; 
and I was appointed to a provincial government in our American 
poffeffions. My wife accompanied me to my government. For 
nearly twelve years have I refided there in the difcharge of the 
duties confided to me. My union with a woman fo amiable has 
been bleffed with a boy and three girls. Till the unheppy 
diffenfions broke out between the colonies and the mother coun- 
try, I was fufficiently fortunate to manage the affairs of my 
government in a manner equally agrecable to the inhabitants of 
the province, and fatisfatory tothe fovereign whom I reprefented. 
I have at laft returned, when I could no longer maintain the 
authority of my king, and could not be fafe without forfeiting 
my loyalty. My excellent father-in-law is no more: and we 
have inherited his eftate. If my fe:vice thal! be required inthe 
prefent conteft, 1 will without hefitation give it. Yet, I muf 
own, that I fhould have been much more pleafed to fight in a 
quarre! with different foes. 
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“ [have troubled you, Madam, you, my old friend, and you, 
gentlemen, with the narrative of which I am myfelf the hero, in 
the hope that it might more effeftually than aught elfe I had to 
fay, remove fome prejudices which you appear to have conceived 
againft the aétive exercife of the military profeffion. Alefs pro. 
mifing youth than myfelf has rarely entered the army. It was 
by the particular circumflances of my fituation in the army that 
my charaéter was gradually ameliorated. In my advancement, 
I had no advantages but thofe of common fortune, and a very 
{mall fhare of merit. In what other profeffion would I not have 
turned out worthlefs? In what other profeflion could I have 
rifen fo high, with fo little intereft ? Nor are the chances of pres 
mature death fo much more numerous as people commonly ima. 
gine, in the army, than in the fields of civil employment .—Iet 
is true, that the military profeffion is not without bad charaéters, 
any more than the other profeflions. But it poffeffes a large 
proportion, you will permit me to fay, of the nobleft charaéters 
which have ever adorned humanity. In almoft every regimen- 
tal mefs, you fhall meet with a greater proportion of men of 
genuine, not falfe honour, of politenefs the refult of goodnefs 
of heart, and of enlarged intelligence formed by converfe with 
books, and praétice in the world, than is to be found in the fame 
number of gentlemen thrown accidentally together, in almoft 
any other fituation in life. 

“ Not that I would fend a young man into the army at.all ad. 
ventures ; but, if he has a predilection for the miliary pro- 
feflion, why fhould that be violently refifted ?” 

The general’s advice prevailed, and I was allowed to beo me 
a foldier. 





Rules for foretelling the Alieration of the Weather by the 


Barometer. 


HE rifing of the mercury foretells in general fair weather, 
and its falling, foul weather,—as rain, fnow, high winds, 
and ftorms. 

In very hot weather, efpecially if the wind be fouth, the fall 
of the mercury forethews thunder. 

In winter, the rifing of the mercury portends froft; and in 
frofty weather, if it falls three or four divifions, there will 
follow athaw; but if it rifes in a continued froft, it generally 
foretells {now. 

When foul weather happens foon after the falling of the mer- 
cury, expeét but little of it; and the fame is obferved if fair 


weather fucceeds prefently after its rife, 
Vol. 49. L When 
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When the mercury continues to rife for two or three days 
before the foul weather is over, then expe& a continuante of 
fair weather to follow. 

In fair weather, when the mercury falls much, and continues 
fo for two or three days before rain comes, then expe& a great 
deal of wet weather, and probably high winds. 

After great ftorms of wind, when the mercury has been very 
Jow, it generally rifes again very faft; and Dr. Halley fays, 
that he once obferved it to rife an inch and an half in lefs than 
fix hours, after a long-continued ftorm of fouth-weft wind. 

The unfettled motion of the mercury denotes uncertain or 
changeable weather. 

The words on the fcale or plate (though they will in general 
agree with it) or the height of the mercury, do not indicate the 
weather fo much as the motion up and down; to know, there. 
fore, whether the mercury be aétually rifing or falling, the fol- 
Jowing obfervations fhould be attended to. 

If the furface of the mercury be convex, it is then rifing. 

If the furtace be concave, it is then finking. 

If the furface be plain, or rather a little convex, it may be 
confidered as ftationary. 








The foregoing rules and obfervations are chiefly to be de- 
pended upon, but the undermentioned are not unworthy of 
notice. 

The greateft heights of the mercury are on eafterly and north. 
eafterly winds; and its loweft ftation on a foutherly or wefterly 
wind. 

A continuation of fair weather, the wind being in the north 
and the mercury high on rifing, is never fucceeded by rain, ¢x- 
cept the wind change into fome point of the fouth. 

A continuance of rain from the fouth is fcarcely ever fuce 
ceeded by fettled fair weather, before the wind changes either 
to the weft or a point of the north. 

If the mercury falls when the wind is full fouth, it is fearcely 
ever a failing fign of rain. 

If the weather is inclined to be cold, frofty, or foggy, the 
mercury rifes pretty high: but if about to be windy or tem- 
peftuous, it will then fink very low, and as foon as the ftormis 
over, will rife again apace. 

About the time of the equinox when the days and nights are 
equal, if the mercury ftands at 29, or rain, and it does not rain, 
that flation of it denotes that it will be very rainy till the follow 
ing equinox; and on the contrary, if at the fame time that the 
mercury ftands at 39, or fair, it rains, it is a fign that the weather 


will be dry till the next equinox. 
Memos 











hree days 
1udne of 


continues 
ct a great 


een very 
ley fays, 
lefs than 
‘ind. 

ertain or 


n general 
licate the 
w, there. 
, the fol. 


‘ifing. 


it may be 


o be de- 
orthy of 


nd north. 
wefterly 


the north 
rain, eX- 


ever fuc- 
zes either 


 fcarcely 


ogay, the 
y or tem- 
» ftorm is 


rights are 
not raid, 
e follows 
. that the 
» weather 


emours 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 74 
Memoirs of Touffaint, the Black General at St. Domingo. 


HE celebrated Touffaint Louverture was born in 1743, on 

an eftate of the ci-devant Count de Noe, known by the 
name of the eflate of Breda, about a league diftant from the city 
of Cape Francois, in the department of the north, in St. Do- 
mingo. By birth a flave, he paffed his youth in that condition, 
and was employed in tending flocks on the land where he was 
born. 

The time which this employment left on his hands being con- 
fiderable, the early a@ivity of his mind infpired him with a paf- 
fion of improving it in the cultivation of histalents. He taught 
himfelf to read and write. The knowledge he then progrefe 
fively attained raifed him highly in the eftimation of his tellow 
flaves, not lefs gratified than furprifed to fee one of their own 
condition liberate himfelf from the profound ignorance which 
feemed to be their inevitable fate. 

Touffaint Louverture, able to fign his name and write tolera- 
bly, was advanced from the employment of a herd{man, and 
began to caft his eye on fituations of comparative refpeétability 
and profit. The report of his acquirements reached M. Bayou 
de Libertas, overfeer of the eftate, who thenceforth refolved to 
take him into his perfonal fervice, and began by making him his 
coachman. 

Touffaint Louverture by his condu& won the efteem of his 
new mafter; although cruel to the flaves under his command, 
this overfeer was extremely kind to Touflaint, placed entire 
confidence in him, by degrees gave him charge of a number of 
flaves, and negleéted nothing that might attach him to his inte- 
rel. 

In thefe circumfances the revolution found Touffaint. Far 
from taking any part in the movements that preceded the infur- 
rection of the negroes, he feemed determined to keep aloof from 
all the intrigue and violence of the times; and certain ‘it is that 
hiftory has not to reproach him with taking any fhare in the 
maffacres of the white people put to death in Auguft, 1791. 
His ambition was not tempted even by his intimate conneétion 
with the chiefs of the infurgent negroes, Bouckmant, Biaffou, 
and Jean Francois (all three black flaves); nor could his par- 
ticular friendthip for Jean Francois at that period feduce him. 
The fidelity he had vowed to his matter, and his gratitude, feemed 
to have been fuperior to all the attraétions of revenge and ava- 
rice, and often he was heard to utter imprecations on the heads 
of the authors of the difaftrous flate of the colony. This ex- 
traordinary condu& had drawn clofer the ties of confidence and 
friendfhip between Touffaint and his mafter. In the unhappy 
flate of the colony, delivered upto the cruel revenge of the negroes, 
Youflaint was become doubly dear tothe family of the overfeer. 

L 2 They 
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They well knew his refources—they underftood what he might 
with eafe undertake—they perceived the full extent of the in. 
fluence that he might acquire over his fellow negroes, and the 
confequences if he fhould be tempted to abufe his power—and 
they extremely admired his moderation and difintereftednefs. 

But the moderation of Touffaint Louverture was entirely 
feigned—his condu& was the refult of the calculations of the 
moft profound hypocrify, which for a while viewed only the 
uncertain iffue of the enterprife. As foon as he faw its fuccefs 
affured, and the favourable crifis of his affairs appeared to him 
to be arrived, he fuddenly efcaped from his mafter’s houfe, 
and fled to the camp of Biafflou. This chief of the infurgents, 
happy to have one of fo much talent and reputation for a com. 
panion of his atrocities, gave him the moft cordial reception, 
and appointed him his fecretary, or rather confidential advifer 
and agent. 

In this new office, in which fo much fcope was given to his 
genius, Touffaint began to difplay his military talent, and the 
real feature of his charaéter. Biffou fent him on various expe- 
ditions, in which he accomplifhed the obje&t of his employer, 
the horrible refult of which is but too well known in Europe; 
and as the reward of his fervice raifed him to the rank of cap- 
tain of his guards. 

This happened at the period when jealoufy and confequent 
divifion arofe among the black chiefs, and opened an eafy career 
to ambition. Touffaint Louverture, already difdaining the fee 
cond rank, feized on this moment, and in concert with Jean 
Francois (the rival and perfonal enemy of Biaffou) formed the 
defign of deftroying his benefaétor, and ufurping his place. 

One day as Biaflou was afleep in his tent, he was fuddenly 
roufed, and informed that his camp was invelted by a body of 
8000 blacks, and that Jean Francois advanced at the head of his 
cavalry to {eize upon his perfon. Biafflou ran to arms, come 
manded the general to be beat, and gave orders to the captain 
of his guards to poft his troops for the defence of his perfon. 

Touflaint calmly executed the military movements that this 
extremity demanded; but inflead of refifting the enemy he ad- 
vanced to meet Jean Francois, and delivered his mafter to him 
without ftriking a blow. The fate of Biaffou was foon deter- 
mined—he was depofed from his rank of general of the infur- 
gents, and fent prifoner to St. Auguflin, in the interior of the 
iland. . 

This negro chief (whofe innumerable cruelties, if their hil- 
tory is ever given tothe world, will excite the moft extreme 
horror) died of grief, or rather with exceffive rage, fome time 
after his imprifonment at St. Auguftin. As to Boukmant, after 
he bad efcaped from the vengeance of Biaffou, he was defeated, 
and loft his life ina battle which was fought near the Cape. His 
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head was ‘placed on a‘pike planted in the middle of the Place 
d’Armes of the town, with the following infcription attached to 
it:—** The head of ‘Boukmant, leader of the infurgents.” 
Never perhaps did the head of a dead body preferve fo much 
expreflion—the eyes were open, and feemed ftill to glow with 
rage ; it might almoft be faid that he was about to give the fig- 
nal of a maffacre. He fell, after receiving a number of wounds 
from mufket-fhots and bayonets, defending himfelf with great 
vigour to the lait. 

Touffaint received as the recompenfe of his fervices on this 
occafion the command of a divifion, with which he too faith- 
fully followed the footfeps of the ferocious Biaffou, till other 
events condu&ted him to a new fcene of aétion. 

The war which broke out in Europe between the French re- 
public and the leading powers of the continent, had already ex- 
tended its ravages to the colonies of the new world, the depen- 
dencies of the belligerent nations. At St. Domingo, the French 
that were faithful to the republic had to contend not only with 
the negroes who had raifed the ftandard ‘of revolt, and with 
whom the -royalifts and the emigrants had affociated their inte- 
refts, but alfo with the Englifh, who harraffed their coafls, 
and the Spaniards, who had openly declared war againft them. 

In the beginning of the year 1793, the Spaniards, eager to 
reinforce themfelves with every alliance that declared itfelf the 
enemy of the French republic, invited to ferve under their co- 
lours the negro infurgents of St. Domingo. Jean Francois and 
Touffaint Louverture readily accepted of the invitation, and the 
firlt was created lieutenant-general of the armies of the king of 
Spain, and Touffaint raifed to the rank of adjutant-general. 
Both of thefe men were clothed with the diftin@ive marks of 
theirrank, and for the firft tithe, black flaves were feen decked 
with ribbands, croffes, and other emblems of high ftation. 

Jean Francois and ‘Touffaint Louverture now endeavoured to 
fhew themfelves worthy of fo many honours, by an unlimited 
devotion to the interefls of the Spanifh government. The war 
they made upon the French republicans was a war of cannibals. 
It was no uncommon thing for them to move with horror and 
difguft even thofe whofe inffruments they were become, every 
Frenchman, of whatever colour he was, if he was in the fervice 
of the republic, was certain, in falling into their hands, to find 
death in the midft of unexampled tortures.—Surrounded with a 
crowd of priefts and emigrants, whofe counfels encreafed their 
ferocity, thefe two negro chiefs believed themfelves charged 
with executing the vengeance of the altar and the throne. 
Their zeal was diflinguifhed by the moft frightful of charaéters 
—fanaticifms which murders without remorfe in the name of 
Heaven; and that extreme barbarifm for which the facred laws 

of nature, confanguinity, and humanity have no reftraint. 
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When the hiftory of this war fhall be written, before the eyes 
of the reader will be placed the horrible pi€ture of men fawn in 
two, or mutilated in every limb, or burnt over a flow fire, or 
hung by the feet to a tree and flayed alive!!! La Vendee alone 
offers fome refemblance of the war which for two years Touf. 
faint made on the republicans of the colony. It was in vain, 
during this time, that the commiffaries of the French govern. 
ment at St. Domingo (Polverell and Santonax) endeavoured to 
lead him back to his duty to the mother country, in whofe name 
they offered him, as well as to Jean Francois, peace, liberty, and 
protection. Thefe offers were anfwered by new and greater aéts 
of atrocity. Touffaint, thinking proper to ftate the motives of 
his conduét,wrote with his own handto the commiffaries a letter 
dated the 28th of Auguil, 1793, in which are thefe remarkable 
expreffions : 

“* We cannot obey the will of the nation, becaufe we have 
been accuftomed to execute that only of aking. The king of 
France is loft to us, but we are honoured with marks of dif- 
tin€tion and favour from the king of Spain. For thefe reafons 
we cannot acknowledge you commiffaries of the French nation 
till you have placed a king on the throne.” 

This letter was diétated by a Spanifh prieft, curate of Lax. 
acon, who then had the title of confeffor to Touflaint Louver. 
ture. A little before that time this negro chief had addreffed a 
proclamation to his brethren at Cape Francois, di€tated in the 
fame {pirit. It was dated June 25th, 1793. 

The viétories and fuccefs of the Frenclr republic began to 
difguft Spain with the confederacy. Touflaint forefaw the end 
of hisemployment in the Spanifh fervice, and perhaps appre- 
hended that he fhould be made a facrifice at the peace between 
France and Spain; he therefore prepared to change his party, 
and his new treachery was accompanied with circumflances of 
horror. When he had joined the Spaniards he prefented him- 
_felf with his hands ftained in republican blood : to efface the re- 
membrance of this, if pofhible, he refolved, on returning tothe 
republicans, to offer the fame trophy, and to facrifice to them 


the blood of Spaniards as an atonement ! 
(To be continued, ) 





Curtous Circumflances in Natural Hiftory. 


MONG the animals of the Ifle of France, is one of a very 

fingular nature called the great bat of Madagafcar. It is 

about a foot in length, from its poflerior extremity to its beak, 

and its wings flretch to about four feet; it has long canine teeth, 

confifting of four in the upper, and as many inthe me a 
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Its muzzle is black and fharp ; its ears large and bare; its talons 
are hooked, large and compreffed ; it has no tail. 

Thefe bats are of different colours, fome of a bright red, 
others brown, and fome are almoft black. They refemble the 
common bat in their interior conformation, the fhape of their 
wings, and the manner of f{preading them when they fly. When 
thefe animals repofe, they cling to the tops of the higheft trees, 
and hang with their heads downwards. At other times they fix 
themfelves upon animals, and even repofe upon man himfelf. 
They feed indifferently on fruit, flefh, and infe&ts. They are 
fo fond of the juice of the palm tree, that they fometimes in- 
toxicate themfelves with it, fo as to fall tothe ground. Their 
horrid fhrieks are heard, during the night, in the forefts, at the 
diftance of two miles, but they retire at the approach of day. 
Nothing is fafe from the ravages of thefe deftructive creatures; 
they equally deflroy the wild and domeftic birds, whenever they 

have an opportunity, and they will fometime attack the human 
kind, by feizing and tearing the vifage. It is probable that the | 
ancients borrowed their ideas of the harpies from thefe terrible 
animals. The Indians confider them as a palatable article of food, 
particularly in certain feafons of the year, when they are full 
of fat: and even fome of the French people, both in this ifland 
and the Ifle of Bourbon, have brought themfelves in this par- 
ticular to follow the Indian example. The negroes, however, 
hold them in the greateft horror; and no confideration whatever 
could induce them to have any other concern with thefe noxious 
creatures, but to deftroy them; for which they employ uncom- 
mon dexterity. It has often happened that perfons have been 
attacked whilft afleep, and bled to death by them, as they are 
powerful and fubtle blood-fuckers ; fo that it is really dangerous 
to flumber in open air, or to let them enter into a houfe during 
the night. 

A circumftance rather extraordinary happened at Sturry not 
long fince, which proves that the apparent antipathy between 
dogs and cats is not an inftinétive principle. A beagle bitch, be- 
longing to Mr, E. Dell, had the care of one puppy, which could 
juft waddle aboutthe kennel. This kennel was divided into two 
apartments, with an entrance at each gable end, in one of which 
a cat, who was expeéted to kitten every hour, was confined for 
the night, to prevent her from ftraying away. A board was 
nailed over the entrance, but, in the morning, the cat’s enclofure 
was found open, and poor grimalkin fitting in the yard, appa- 
rently delivered of her burden; but her young ones were 
fought for in vain! About eleven o’clock madam dropt another 
bantling in the yard, when the bitch, who happened to be near, 
took it up in her mouth, and carried it among fome ftraw that 
lay in the flable; fhe was followed, when, lo! five more kittens 
were found in the flraw, in the aét of fucking the beagle. She 
was 
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was repeatedly called away from the kittens, but as often re. 
turned and appeared as fond of them as if they had been of the 
canine {pecies. 

Mr. Brera, in Italy, bas recently afcertained by a variety of 
experiments, that medical remedies incapable of being taken in 
by the ftomach, may be, with great advantage, applied by fri€tion 
over the fkin, fo as to affe&t the whole vital fy {tem in the manner 
defired. 

It is a curious fa& in the hiftory of metals, that lead was, in 
the reign of Auguftus, juft about 24 times as dear in Rome, as 
it is now in London. Tin, more plentiful, on account of the vi- 
cinity of the Britifh tin mines, was then only eight times as dear 
in Rome, as it is now in London. 

Mr. Gmelin has lately analyfed the beryl-ftone; and has 
found it to contain 54 parts of felex, 24 of alumia, 15 of glu- 
cin, 1.5 of oxide of iron, two of water, befides 19,28 which 
were loft without account, in the analy fis. 

Dr. Barton, a phyfician of great eminence in America, has 
proved, by a variety of fats, that the motions of birds, which 
have been attributed to a fafcinating power, in the eyes of fer- 
pents are in reality calculated to drive away the reptiles from 
the bird’s young, or to divert their attention from the neft.—He 
obferves that the rattle-fnake does not climb up trees; but the 
black {nake, and fome other f{pecies of the ‘* genus coluber,” 
do. When impelled by hunger, and incapable of fatisfying it 
by the capture of animals on the ground, they begin to glide up 
trees or bufhes, upon which a bird has its neft. The bird is not 
ignorant of the ferpent’s obje&t. She leaves her neft, whether 
it contains eggs or young ones, and endeavours to oppofe the 
reptile’s progrefs. In doing this fhe is a€tuated by the ftrength 
of her inftinétive attachment. Her cry is melancholy, her mo- 
tions are tremulous. She expofes herfelf tothe moft.imminent 
danger. Sometimes fhe approaches fo near the reptile, that he 
feizes her as his prey. But this is far from being univerfally 
the cafe, often fhe compels the ferpent to leave the tree, and then 
returns to her neft. It is commonly believed that the rattle-fnake 
is a very hardy animal; but this is not the cafe. A very {mall 
ftroke on any part of its body difables it from running at al! ; 
and the flighteft {troke upon the top of the head is followed by 
inftant death. The. fkull-bone is remarkably thin and brittle; 
fo much fo, that it is thought a ftroke from the wing of athruth 
or robin would be fufficient to break it, and indeed fome of 
the finaller birds kill and prey on it. 





On SINGULARITY. 


HE affeftation of fingularity, fo far from being a concomi- 
tant of real genius, is a certain proof of a confined and lite 
tle mind. 
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A mI OWN OF. 


HE round of diverfions, in which a great part of the gay 
and fafhionable world run from one obje& to another, in 
refilefs expectation of what they feldom or never find, leaves no 
after-tafte that fatisfies the heart, no folid provifion for true and 
permanent felf-enjoyment, nothing that rifes in pleafing and 
grateful remembrance in the hour of folitade and reflection, 
nothing that refembles the foul’s “* calm fun-fhine, and the heart- 
felt joy,”” which are the prize of virtue. 


——________-_-, 








An ANECDOTE. 


HAT is now called the New Ferry over the Severn may 
difpute antiquity with the Old Ferry. ‘The former be- 
longed, time immemorial, to the re{peétable family of St. Pierre, 
and was fuppreffed by Oliver Cromwell from the following oc- 
currence :—The unfortunate King Charles [. being purfued by a 
ftrong party of the enemy, rode through Shire Newton, and 
crofled the Severn to Chifell Pt, on the Gloucefterfhire fide. 
The boat had fcarcely returned, before a corps, of about fixty 
republicans, followed him to the Black Rock, and inftantly 
compelled the boatmen, with drawn f{words, to ferry them acrofs. 
The boatmen, who were loyalifts, left them on a reef, called the 
Englifh Stones, which is feparated from the Gloucefterihire fhore 
by alake fordable at low water; but as the tide, which had juft 
turned, flowed in with great rapidity,they were all drowned in 
attempting to crofs. Cromwell, informed of this event, abo- 
lifhed the ferry, and it was not renewed until 1748. The re- 
newa! occafioned a law-fuit between the family of St. Pierre and 
the Duke of Beaufort’s guardians. In the courle of the fuit, 
depofitions, taken before a commiflion of chancery, held at 
Briflol, went evidently to prove the undoubted right Mr. Lewis 
had to the ferry, and to confirm the above interefting anecdote of 
the unfortunate king. 





Anfwer, by 7. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell, to the Carpenter's 


Enigma, inferted March 22, 


ULTIPLY the length, breadth, and height, of the room 
together, and extract the {quare-root of the produét, and 
the quantity of light thereby will be determined : 


Thus 2817 14==81,63 feet, the anfwer.—This may be 
confidered as a general rule. 


Vol. 49, M 


Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by W. Strong, of Exeter, to E. Penney’s Charade, inferted June 14, 
HINE-GRAVE, if I don’t miftake, 


Is what you us’d your pen to make, 


er We have received the like anfwer from J. Squance, of Exeter. 





Anfwer, by 7, Whittle, of Upway, to Sally’s Charade, inferted June 7. 


‘THE fubje& which you did propofe 
Is BED.TICK, on which you repofe, 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from Juvenis, of Dorchefler; Walter 
Bickham, jun. of Afhburton; G, H. near Bridport; J. Lewis, and T. Adey, 
of Poole; and R. Maffett, of Saltath. 





A REBUS, by T. Adcy, of Poole. 





AZ. ye gents. you'll firft fele& ; 
Two correfpondents next dete&: 
Thele few initials will explain 

A Jewith king who once did reign. 





A REBUS, dy Robert Maffett, of Saltaf, 


NE of the feather’d tribe, ye wits acute ; 
Likewile a plant that hath a bulbous root; 
A tefl of virtue will my next difcover ; 
Then name a Saxon title too of honour; 
A prognoftic add: without difpute, 
My whole’s a fentence that lies mute, 





4A REBUS, by Afiduus, of Dorchefer. 


A- infernal judge muft firfl be fhown ; 
A thell flh next that is well known; 
Likewife a fruitin gardens found ; 
Laftly, an infe& under ground; 

Join the initials right and true, 

A city you will have in view, 











An ENIGMA, by Juvenis, of Dorchefer. 


ROM that bicft day my origin I claim, 

When firft the Gofpel own’d Jchovah’s name; 
When its bleft precepts firft appear’d on earth, 
And godlike purity obtain’d its birth; 

From my clear {pring unbounded pleafures flow, 

I fill with joy the foul oppre{s’d with woe; 

I fhelter mis’ry neath my healing wing, 

But fly from pride as from a viper’s fling ; 

Far more than this—I flretch my friendly aid 

E’en to the bed where parting life is laid ; 

Tho’ rack'd with pain, and panting hard for breath; 
Diffolving nature finking faft in death, 

Of grim defpair the Chriftian I beguile, 
And fix on death’s a a placid {mile. 





P OETRY, 
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ODE to PEACE. 
By Mr. RosertT BLOOMFIELDes 


ALT! ye legions; fheathe your fteel ; 
Blood grows prectous ; fhed no more ! 
Ceafe your toils; your wounds to heal, 
Lo! beams of mercy reach the fhore. 
From realms of everlafting light, 
The favour’d gueft of Heav’n is come: 
Proftrate your banners, at the fight; 
And bear the glorious tidings home! 


The plunging corpfe, with half-clos’d eyes, 
No more fhall ftain th’ unconfcious brine: 
Yon pendant gay, that ftreaming flies, 
Around its idle ftaff fhall rwine. 
Behold! along the ethereal tky, 
Her beams o’er conqu’ring navies {pread. 
** Peace! peace!” the leaping failors cry: 
With thouts that might aroufe the dead! 


Then, forth Britannia’s thunder pours, 
A vaft, reiterated found! 

From line to line the cannon roars, 
And {preads the blazing joy around. 

Return, ye brave! your country calls: 
Return, return; your tafk is done! 

While here the tear of tranfport falls 
To grace your laurels, nobly won! 


Albion cliffs! from age to age, 
That bear the roaring ftorms of heav’n; 
Did ever fiercer warfare rage ? 
Was ever peace more timely ‘giv’n? 
Wake! founds of joy; roufe, gen’rous ifle ; 
Let ev’ry patriot bofom glow! 
Beauty! refume thy wonted {mile ; 
And, poverty ! thy chearful brow. 


Boaft, Britain! of thy glorious guefts: 
Peace, wealth, and commerce, all thine own! 
Still on contented labour refts 
The bafis of a Jafting throne, 
Shout, poverty! ’tis Heav’n that faves: 
Prote&ed wealth! the chorus raife; 
Ruler of War, of Winds, of Waves, 
Accept a proftrate nation’s praife ! 











The TRAVELLER’s HOME. 


cy> barren hills, and fertile dales, 
At morning dawn, or clofe af day, 
By rifing Sol’s bright golden beams, 
Or penfive moonlight’s filver grey ; 
Thro’ verdant meads and flowery fields, 
Where iimpid rivers fmootbly glide, 
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Or o’er the bleak and rugged cliffs 

That bound the ocean’s foaming tide, “i 
The traveller ftill is fore’d to roam, = 
And wander from his native home. 


When rifing {pring its verdure yields, 
Or fummer’s {corching funs affail, 
When bountcovus autumn decks the fields, 
Or wintry ’s dreary blaft prevail— 
Alike indifferent to his mind 
The varying feafons of the year, 
Who, lonely wandering leaves behind 
A wife belov’d, and children dear: 
What tho’ o’er half the world he roam, 
His heart moft ever be at home. ‘a 


While contemplation {mooths his way, 
As pafling o’er the mountain’s brow, 
He, ftops, delighted, to furvey 
The wide extended vale below ; 
The farm, the cot, the dome, the fpire, 
The winding river glafly bright, 
Extenfive lawns and fhady bowers, 
To give the fons of wealth delight: 
But farm, or cot, or ftately dome, 
Alas! afford not him a home. W: 


O’er fencelefs moors and tracelefs ground, 
At clofe of winter’s gloomy day, ' 

With florms and darknefs gathering round, 
He feeks his folitary way, 

Till glimmering lights befpeak him nigh 











Some long and anxious look’d-for town, fin; 
Where hofts, to catch the traveller's eye, wh 
Hang out an angel, king, or crotvn, m: 
To fhew where thofe who that way come al 
May find a temporary home. - pat 
Here by the cheerful parlour fire, por 
A few from various parts are met, tior 
Around the feftive board at eve, } kno 
The troubles of the day forget; ; . 
And while with focial mirth and glee, opi 
As brifkly moves the {parkling glals, Thi 
Each, as a toafl, is proud to name all 
Some valued friend, or favourite lafs: oul 
From nymph to nymph his tongue wi!! roam— ar 
But drink to her he left at home. for, 
So thro’ life’s fhort and bufy day, inoc 
Whether with fortune’s fanfhine crown’d, gen 
Or doom’d to trudge his dreary way, that 
With Rtorms and tempefts threatening round, tet 
He labours toward his journey’s end, 
Cheerful thro’ every buftling [{cene, Ir 
And, age advancing, Bees to [pend all « 
The evening of life’s day ferene: diff 
Life’s journey o’er, the filent tomb 7 
Affords at laft a peaceful home. unde 
sciaeaeietnaiteehs A {mal 
been 
EPITAPH on an INFANT.—By Mr. COLERIDGE. me. | 
EF RE fin could blight, or forrow fade, aroui 
4 Death came, with friendly care ; was 
The op’ning bud to Heav’n convey’d, Vi 


And bade it bloffom there! 








